THE  TRAGEDY OF RAMSAY MACDONALD
concerned, but it became effective in the committee of bankers
and financiers which was formed in 1931.' This organization
went from strength to strength, and in the end achieved its
triumphant purpose in destroying the Labour Government.
What made the article in the Observer of 22 February 1931
of sensational interest was that it contained the first public
suggestion that the Labour Prime Minister might be willing
to leave the Labour Party and join a c National' Government.
6 There is no reason/ wrote Mr. Garvin, e why Mr. Ramsay
MacDonald himself, if he cared, should not be the head
of a ce National" Cabinet including leaders of all Parties and
groups.5 After a high-sounding euphemistic prologue, the
florid rhetoric of the argument slidders to this startling anti-
climax. Stripped of all extraneous flummery, Mr. Garvin's
proposal is that MacDonald resign as Labour Premier, that
he form a new Government of the leaders of all three Parties,
that the name c National' be applied to it, that its programme
be the Conservative programme. While the Labour and Liberal
Parties were to surrender their principles, the Conservatives
were to give up not a jot or tittle of their creed.
At the end of January the hope of the Conservatives was
that the Liberals might join with them, and defeat the Labour
Government on some vital issue in the House of Commons
and so compel its resignation. Everything, therefore, at that
time depended on Lloyd George, and Mr. Garvin flew a kite
discreetly in the hope that the Liberal leader might consent
to a Liberal-Tory alliance. There is no doubt that, if Lloyd
George had been willing, he might, at that time, have been
Prime Minister of a Coalition Government. The generous
panegyric on the Liberal leader in the Observer may have
been written to influence him in that direction. But Mr.
Lloyd George was not to be bribed even by the prize of the
Premiership. Nor could all Mr. Garvin's blarney bring him
to join in the intrigue against the Labour Government. In-
deed, he did the opposite. On the most vital question of the
hour, unemployment, Lloyd George moved towards the Left,
and wholeheartedly endorsed the Government's policy on that
problem. On the next most important question, agriculture,
he had nothing but praise for the vigorous way in which
Dr. Addison was tackling It.
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